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BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1826. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
DR. WARE’S SEVENTH LETTER. 


. The following extract from Dr. Ware’s 7th 
fetter to Trinitarians and Calvinists, on which 
some remarks are submitted to the reader, 
shows, among other facts, that the Doctor does 
mot believe in the “¢ execution of eternal wrath” 
on the wicked, nor in any punishment inconsist- | 


ent with the reformation of the: punished. 


“In the second place, we are to look for the 


efficacy of punishment and its moral influence 


in preventing sin, or reclaiming men from it,'dence brought home distinctly to the minds of 
not tothe degree of its severity and duration men of its certainty.” 


only, but to its certainty, and the evidence 


brought home distinctly to the minds of men of ishment of which the Doctor here speaks, is 


|produce the highest practical influence. Inj the Scriptures; if such evidence is not found 
{either respect we can have clear and distinct/in the Scriptures, it certainly never was, from 
‘conceptions only to a certain degree. All be-| them, “ brought home to the minds of men.” 
yond that, therefore, can add nothing to the! Will it be said, that people have generally be- 
effect.” lieved that the Scriptures ‘prove this doctrine 
of future punishment, and that therefore this 
Notice the first sentence of the above ex-| belief had its influence on the minds of men? 
tract. “In the second place, we are to look| Suppose we allow All this, yet it does not prove 
for the efficacy of punishment and its moral in-| that such influence was productive of real good- 
|fluence in preventing sin, or reclaiming men|ness of heart. Nothing is more evident, than 
from it, not to the degree of its severity and| that all the millions who have been put to tor- 
_ duration only, but to its certainty, and the evi-| ture and to death by the spirit and power of 
persecution, have owed their sufferings to the 
belief in a future retribution. If the ruling 
hierarchy had not believed in the doctrine of 
future punishment, had they been persuaded, 


REMARKS ON THE FOREGOING. 


It is necessary first to remark, that the pun- 


i 


its certainty, Now, if you endeavour to en-; what divines call future punishment, as may be that heresy did not exclude from the favour 


hance the fear of punishment, by representa- ascertained by reference to his preceding para- 
tions of its severity,-or of its duration far dis-' graph, where he says: ‘+ As to the influence of 


of the Divine Being, they would have felt 
no disposition to torture and to put to death 


proportioned to what can be the apprehension the different views of future punishment ;—it| their fellow creatures for their religious opin- 


of the demerit, to which it is to be applied ; if' might at first be thought, that the advantage 
you carry it beyond the bounds of probability,; were on the side of those of Calvinism; but 


that the threat will be executed; if it be such, 


that to a reflecting mind it is impossible it 
should be executed by a just, and good, and 
merciful being, the Parent of the creation; you. 
weaken its effects as a motive, you lose in pro-. 


bability, and the firmness of faith, more than 
you gain in the force of fear. You excite a 


vague and indistinct terror and dread ; but so_ 
mingled with incredulity, arising from a natural 


and unconquerable sense of the essential kind- 


‘mess and benignity of the Author of nature, as. 


to impair, if not destroy its practical effects. 
“The surest and highest, the purest and most 


“permanent influence will be that, which arises. 


from such views of the future punishment a- 
waiting the wicked, as are consistent with the 
‘character of a Sovereign of the world, who has 


nothing vindictive in his nature, who adjusts” 


prnishment to the degree of demerit, who in- 
flicts it solely for the purpose of premoting ho- 


‘Jiness, and accomplishing the purposes of his’ 


moral government, and only to the degree 
“which these purposes require, and so long as 
‘they require it. 

“rom these considerations, I am persuaded 
abat the moral influence of the views of future 
‘reward and punishment, maintained generally 
by Unitarians, is far more certain, and power- 
fy}, and salutary, and purifying, than that which 


js the result of the orthodox views on this sub-| 


ject. Andlam persuaded of this by another 
‘consideration still. 1t is this :--the virtue that 
“gs vrodnced by cheerful views, and by the con- 
templation of kindness, benevolence, and mercy 
in God, is of a more pure. generous, and eleva- 
ted kind, than that which arises from cold, aus- 
tere, and gloomy views, and the contemplation 
of <cveré, unrelenting, vindictive Justice, and 
the execution of eternal wrath. 


“ Unitarians believe that the representations 


_ in seripture of the future punishment of the 
impenitent wicked are, for the purpose of im- 
_ pression, highly figurative ; but they believe 
that the figures, like all others used by the sa- 
cred writers, are intended to mean something, 
~ something of vast momer 
and duration it will be suc 


, 


nt; that in.a degree | finding it. 
h, as is calculated to| own mind that such eyidence is not found in} qucgtion. Perhaps good counsel im such cases 


ions. It is certainly no more than right, that we 
ask the clergy to present the good effects which 
have been produced by this belief in future pun- 
ishment,which are sufficient to balance the evil of 
all the persecutions which are justly chargeable 
to that belief. Thisno sensible divine will ever 
attempt. Itis evident, beyond all dispute, that in- 
stead of reclaiming men from sin, this belief has 
hardened their hearts to a degree that no other 
cause could possibly have effected. If my op- 
poser thinks he can take the advantage, and 
contend that I must admit that people have had 
evidence of this doctrine, or they cannot haye 
believed it so firmly as to produce the practical 
effects which lL attribute to it, I am willing to 
concede the point; but by no means am I wil- 
ling to allow that this evidence was ever found 
in the Scriptures. It never was any thing more 
than the idle vagaries of superstitious priests, 
whose lives have been spent in deceiving man- 
kind. lam willing to allow, that the courts, 
which condemned a number of people in Salem 
to be hung for witchcraft, had what. they es- 
teemed evidence to justify such preposterous 


| there are two considerations that convince me 
.to the contrary.”” He then proceeds te state. 
_ these two considerations, the second of which 
we now are considering. 

‘The Doctor did not think it necessary to of- 
fer any reasons for the statement which we are 
now to notice; he thought, no doubt, as every 
rational person must think, that the statement 
is seif-evident. Nothing can be more evident, 
than that the uncertainty of an object diminishes 
its influence on the mind; while the certainty 
of it, on the other hand, serves to increase such 
influence. And it follows of necessary conse- 
quence, that this influence is always increased 
or diminished in an exact ratio with the increase 
‘or diminution of the certainty of the object. 
This doctrine holds equally goed, whether ap- 
plied to our desirable anticipations, or to our 
unfavorable forebodings. 

On the strength of this self-evident doctrine, 
not only allowed by Dr. Ware, but by him laid 
‘down as a proposition, on which his own argu- | 
ment evidently depended, let us cautiously in- folly and madness; but I feel no obligation to 
quire into the efficacy of future punishment and allow that the volume of divine revelation fur- 
‘its moral influence in preventing sin, or reclaim-jnished such evidence. 

‘ing men from it. This influence depends, not; If we study human nature, we shall be con- 
on the degree of the severity of the punishment vinced, that in order for any evil to operate on 
and its duration only, but on its certainty, and the mind, either to prevent indulgence in 
the evidence brought home distinctly to the; wrong, or to reclaim from it, euch evil must ap- 
minds of men of its certainty. What now are} pear inevitable, as the consequences of indul- 
we in search of? Answer, we now ask for the ' gence, andimmediate. For instance: a father 
evidence of the certainty of a future punish-! may observe that his son, young, ambitious, and 
ment; such evidence as may. be brought home ‘athletic, is disposed to be prodigal of his 
‘to the minds of men. But where are we to find strength. He endeavors to caution him. He 
this evidence? Will it be said that the Scrip-| assures him of the evil consequences to which 
‘tures contain it.in abundance? Then I have|he exposes himself; tells him that he will feel, 
‘one request to make, and that is, not for this| when he is old, infirmities which will be the 
‘abundance, but for ene passage, which necessa- | consequences of his present excessive exertions 
irily proves that any man ever was punished in| of bodily strength and activeness. He even 
‘a future state, for the crimes which he commit-| certifies him that he himself now feels many 
pains and inconveniences, which he is now tuliy 
satished «re owing to his youthiul ambition and 
imprudence. ‘The son may hear all this with 
some degree of respect, but as to bringing the 
evidence of these matters of fact to the mind of 
the youth, we may say it is almost out oi the 


jtedin,this world, or which necessarily proves 
that any man ever will be so punished. For 
myself, I honestly say, that ] have searched the} 
penviptures more for this single object, than for 
any other, and [ have searched in vain as to 
By such search, I have satisfied my 


—_ _— -—_ 


faile nine times out of ten, And yet here is a respect- 
able father who bears testimony to what he knows by ex- 
perience. But where is the responsible man, who can 
come forward and certify that he knows any thing about 
this fature state of punishment? Who is able to say that 
he has ever been an eye witness of sucha state? And 
yet our clergy pretend to rely on the evidence of sucha 
state of retribution, to prevent the strong and lively pas- 
sions of youth from leading them inio improper indal- 
gence. Never was there a calculation which betrayed 
greater ignorance of human nature. If facts, which are 
well attested, lose their influence on youth by being car- 
ried to old age, what influence will mere imagination have, 
if deferred to another state of existence? Matter of fact 
is sufficient to expose the error of this doctrine. The 
vilest of the vile in all Christian countries have been edu- 
cated ia the belief of this doctrine of future retribution, 
and probably never doubted it. The most fraudulent im- 
postors who have ever disgraced the clerical order, have 
been supporters of this doctrine. And after all must we 
look to this idol to support our virtue? 
Before taking my leaye of this subject, I wish to call 
the attention of the reader to a question, which, I think, 
is deserving of notice. The question is, if our clergy re- 
ally believe that the evidence of this future retribution is 
such as may be brought home to the minds of men, and 
that it is of such vast consequence in promoting true aud 
vital piety, why do they not endeayour to bring it thus 
home to the minds of men? It is very seldom that any 
of them attempt such a service, So far from it, they will 
not, though called on expressly to attend to the subject, 
undertake to prove that one text of scripture can fairly be 
applied to the support of the fact that any man ever was 
. ‘punished in another world, or that any man ever will be 
so punished. Now does it not appear unaccountable thay 
our Dociors of divinity, here in our own vicinity, who 
know that multitudes of our fellow citizens are imelined 
to disbelieve this doctrine, will not make even an ef- 
fort to prove it from Seripture or reason which they 
pretend is of such advantage to, the cause ‘of religion 
and moral virtue? The factis, the clergy have as little 
confidence, as to the evidence of this doctrine, as other 
-people have ; and they discover this to be the ease by | 
their conduct. For if you only let one of them know 
that you doubt euch evidence, he will not talk on the sub. 

jeet ; but will turn the conversation on any thing rather 

‘discourse on that. HB. 


é (To be Continued.) 


FOR TRE MAGAZINE. 
‘THE REY. MR. GRAY’S ARGUMENT. 


Tam informed -by an intelligent gentleman, that Mr. | 
Gray, of Roxbury, preaching fer Dr. Channing of thi 


the carn 
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vestigation of the passage, before they re they, elt it to bring up| “] 


another. But there is no such thing as persuading any | 


one of them to name such a passage, and then rest his ar- 
gument upon it. To my mind, this fact, which I have 
here stated, indicates; and that strongly too, that they 
have no confidencé in any support of this doctrine, which 
they can derive from divine inspiration. And it seems 
furthermore evident that this is matter of fact, from the 
arguments which they use to establish the doctrine ; for.in 
room of attempting to prove it by the Scriptures, they 
| have recourse to Mr. Gray’s argument, and endeavour to 
convince us by our senses, by actual observation, by. 
what we know without the assistance of the Scriptures. 
If they believed that the Bible teaches this doctrine, 
would they not treat this book with respect enough to re- 
fer to it in an argument on the subject % 
But after all, do they believe their own argument ? 


‘ conditions annexed to it. 


No, christian reader, not if they speak the truth on other, 


subjects! Do you ask whatI mean ? 
very preachers, who contend, that the wicked, who pros- 
per in this world and enjoy all manner of pleasure, must 
be punished in the future state, allow and even. inculcate 


Answer—These ' 


but only trust in our own merit. 


— 


3 Te 
_ von TAX qpcaginp) 
UNITARIAN INCONSISTENCY. 

The following is an extract from a Review of a Sermon, 

in the Christian Examiner for May and June. ~ 

“The author insists much and often upon putting our 
trust in Christ alone. He probably does not mean by this 
to forbid trust in Jehovah, in whom is everlasting strength, 
Now we think it ax abe 
surd as he can. to suppose any human merit can be great 
enough to deserve the eternal happiness of heaven. We 
think the reward infinitely disproportioned to, the service, 
If there were no future life, we say that every man receives 
more happiness in this world than his goodness merits. 
The eternal. happiness of the good is entirely owing to 
grace of God; it is a gift to those who comply with the, 
Now, whilst I trust in the prow 
mise ‘of God alone, that eternal happiness will be the re- 
ward of the good, what am I to trust to, that I shall be a 
partaker in this happiness? | What can I trust in but my 


character, the testimony of my conscience, that I have © 


with carnal indulgence, may, on the very brink of the 


grave, come forward and join one of their churches, give 


ten thousand dollars to a missionary ora theological insti- - 


tution, even if his own children are liable to become 


town paupers, and be as safe from any punishment in the ” in that day.? 


future world as they believe themselves to be. 

Let any old rich sinner do as above stated, and Mr. 
Gray would, in ‘the most solemn and devout manner, 
thank God for his marvellous goodness in securing so 
great a sinner from the terrible retributions, which await’ 
the wicked in the world to come. Now if aman be| 
rich, what danger is there of his being punished hereafier, 
unless, like a fool, he should neglect, just before he dies, 
to dispose of his property as the godly clergy advise him ?' 
But the reader will ask, # there be no way for the je 
to be saved? Yes, ‘* without money and without price.’’ 


Should fifty old sinners, in Roxbury, if there be fifty! ‘fis 


him, that they have heretofore endeavoured to ease their 
eonsciences by trusting to the vain hope of Universal | 
salvation, but that they now find, although that doctrine 
would do to live by, it gives them no comfort on a dyi ing | 
bed; and’then implore his prayers for them, they would: 
all die as good saints as ever went to heaven, even if they | 
were not worth one cent; and ia addition to all this, their 
| remarkable conversion from universalism to a saving faith, 
| would be published to the world, in honour of that abun- 


ith for Mr. Gray just before they die, and tell, 


dant grace, which ean snatch the vilest of sinners from per- ) ad 
What danger then is there in living in sin, and in 
al security of universal doctrine, unless a man | | fore 

bs] 


| dition. 


‘should be so unwise as not to repent of the doc-| 
‘trine before he dies, and send for a godly priest to pray 
fer him! Many other cases might be noticed, which go. 


' 


{ 


; 


| 


| 


| thanhis goodness merited 2 


fulfilled the conditions on which the promise .is made? 


that an old, rich sinner, whose whole frame is palsied | Wike more «willing: Yo: mopelive che Fevei ae Ae beaven % 


grace than St. Paul? But to what did he trust that the 
promise of heaven applied to him? ‘have fought 
good fight, I haye finished my course, I have kept the 
faith, Henceforth is laid up for me a crown of righteous» 
ness, which the Lord, the wth Judge, shall give me: 


We cannot refrain loomed inquiring, | xi reading the iteve, 
if no ‘‘human merit can be great enough to deserve (he 
éternal happiness of heaven,’ how ‘eternal happine 
will be the reward of the good?’? How eana pervon re 
ceive that as a reward which he never merited % 

Again. We readin the above, ‘ If there weré no 

ture life, we say that every man receives more happine 
in this world than his goodness merits.”’ If we receive 
all the happiness i in this world which our goodness merits; 
Low ean we receive eternal happiness as a reward ? / 
Furthermore, the Unitarians in endeavouring to estab- 
h what they call a future retribution, sometimes tell us, 
‘that the righteous are often afflicted aud cast down, while 
‘the wicked flourish, and that therefore there must be a ‘fa- 
ture retribution in order tov equalize the dealings of G 
with men. Let the reader compare this very common ar- 
gument, lately advanced, as we see in the preceding « com- 
munication, by Rey. Mr. Gray, let him compare it, I may, 
| with the above extract, remembering to pay particular at at~ 
‘tention to these words, “ every man receives more happi- 
| ness in this world than his goodness merits.”’ 
Lastly, we would inquire of the writer of the above exe 
et, whether Paul expected that “crown of righieous- 
asa future reward? He says, henceforth, vet there~ 
is laid up, &e, And if he did expeci it as a reward, 
‘did he think he had received more Lappiness in this life 
Ricuarns, 


ness’ 


city, on the 23d ult. while labouring te prove a future. 
t ‘to show, that things may be compromised in this life, and STEERER 


state of retribution, urged, as conclusive argument, tha 


we often see the wicked prosper in this world, while the ‘2 fair settlement made; but the foregoing cases, the genu-! PRESENT CONDITION OF UN ITARIANISM 


righteous are poor, oppressed and miserable, &e. The, 
mecessary conclusion, he supposed was, that in the future | 
state the wicked, who are prosperous and happy here, 
will be miserable hereafter, as a retribution for their wiek- 


edness in this world ; and: that those who are virtuous: 


. ard miserable here will then be glorious and happy, as a 
reward for their good works in this world, and as a due 
. consideration for all their sufferings here. 


(vectly, for this argument is, in fect, all which the clergy | 


ineness of which no clergyman will deny, sufficiently chow 
‘that a future state of reifibution is not indispensible. 

But if we please te put clerical compromises all out of 
the question, and turn entirely from the wisdem of the 
world, and the aocirines of men, ard adhere to the faith- 
fal word of divine truth, we sha]! at once understand that 
wicked men are as miserable in this world as they are wick- 


ed; and that the righteous are as blessed as they are virtu- 
There is no doubt but the gentleman understood cor- | 


ous. -** There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.’” 
Isaiah lvii. 21, The clergy sav, that the wicked énjoy <o 


IN THE UNITED STATES. 


We admire the candor and boldness with which the fol- 
lowing account of the present condiion of Unitariavismiin ~ 
this country is given; and corning from (he principal Uni-, 
tarian publication, we Lave no reason to suppose that the 
writer has represenied the resources cf Unilariavism to be 
less than they are in reality. He is discuysiag’ the abilily 
of Unitarians io support Foreigu Missions. |” 

« Leaving Massachusetts, for (he pre-ent, out of ihe 
question, let us take a glance at the condijion of Unitariin- 


have to depend on to support their doctrine of future pun- ‘much more, in this world, than the righteous, that God will} ism in other parts of our country 


' ixbment. Perhaps some may say, this is a mistake ; the 


slergy believe that the Scriptures teach the doctrme of a,dom’s ways are ways of pleasantness; and all her gy’ tion in Portland. 
Proyeiii 17. But the clergy say; that the! the state, smal! and unimportant. 


future retribution, in the coming world. But to this sug- 
gestion it seems perfectly fair to reply, that if they did re-, 
ally believe that the Scriptures prove this doctrine, they 


would, some one at Jeast, be willing to staie,;some pas- , 


sage, on which they rely for such proof ; and when such: 


& passage was produced, they would abide a candid “a 


be unjust if he does not rectify thi- in a future state! **Wis- 


are peace.”” 
ways of wisdom are so unpleasant, that unless God re- 
‘wards us in another world for walking in them in this life, 
there will be injustice in his dealings: 

Li Ged be God, follow him; but if Baal be God, follow 
H. 


Beginning at Maine. we find one fourishin ig congrega- 
Two or three others are seaiiered thro’ 

In New-Hampzhire the 
case is yery similar; pone lar, g@xociety i in Porismouth, and 
here and there a email one, 2s in Keene and Amherst. In 
Vermont I am acqnainted with but one ayowedly anti-tri- 
nitarian society. and (het is in Burlic gon. a Rbode-Is- 
land there is one.’ In Connecticut there is one, and giite 


“Carolina, one. 


* Unitarianism than in any other part of the United ©: 


Sw a 


- ode ps 'eaer oe pe 


a anal one. In New-York, the gigantic state of Ney. 
York, there i isone. InN ew-Jersey there is not one, that 
I know of; Princeton, like a kind of Rome, ‘I suppose,’ 
awes heresy into nothingness. Tn Pennsylvania, there are 
two or three small ones, just. strong enough to hold them- 
elves together, and two or three more, hardly strong 
enou gh for that. In Ohio, not one In Delaware, not 
one In Maryland, one, in the city of Baltimore; former- 
ly i in prosperity, now in adversity, and obliged to borrow 
money to save ‘their beautiful church from the hammer; 
never large. In the District of Columbia, one, In Vir- 
ginia, not one. In North-Carolina, not one. In South- 
In Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, India- 
na, ‘Missouri, &e. Ke. not one. - 
"\ Phere are in several of these states, congregations s who 


have been called Unitarian; j and so far as their discard- 

the doctrine of the trinity entitles them to the appella- | jand with which they are contented ; ‘and so, because 
But they have little or no effective |two or three must not be shocked, none must be in- 
sympathy with us; they would ‘rather, I believe, decline | structed. Surrounded by this’ timidity, the minister of- 


tion, they ‘deserve te? 


apy. cooperation _ with us; their teachers may be regarded 
as missionaries themselves among a semi-civilized people; 


and they cannot be charged with a want of zeal or devot- | excited to inquiry, decision and exertion. 


édness, i in which qualities they are left behind by none, and 
for the exercise of which they have ample occasion at home. 
ree do not intend, nor by any means wish to deny, that | 
seattered through the country, we may number many sin- 
le names of respectability and influence on our side. But 
+ eat are insulated; they cannot meet with us; they cannot 
de. reached by us, nor be made useful in a common cause, 
pikcy Here | I pause, and ask, where are the vast resources of | 
American Unitarianism ? Are they i in those parts of N, | 
England, where a Unitarian minister would be obliged to | 
ride thirty, forty, fifty miles to exchange with a brother : 
Unitarian ? 2 Are they in the one almost unobservable | 
handful in the London of the new world? Can they be | 
found in the plain little church at Philadelphia, or among 
the untenanted pews of the splendid one at. Baltimore ? 
Or are they to be gathered from the log-houses of Giae' 
irregular brethren at the west, of whose existence we are | 
chiefly informed by report? Vast resources, Sir! the 
phrase is ridiculous to the ears of one, who knows, that | 
within the last four years, applications - have been made 
at Boston, from Balti imore, from ‘‘ ashington, from Har- 
‘risburg, and other ‘places, for assistance to enable the 


Unitarians there to build or to retain their houses of wor- 


ship ; to enable them to put a roof over their heads, or 
keep over them one which was already erected. The 
optics of the reviewer must have been wonderfully di- 
Jated, and dilated by fear, perchance, when he saw the 
vision of these vast resources. For ourselves, we have 
never Jaid claim to them, nor dreamed of them ; or if we 

have, it has been all a dream. How a man would be 
stared at, or smiled at, who should talk, south of Long 
Island Sound, or west of Connecticut river, of the vast 
vesources of Unitarianism ! ; 
* * * 


* 


* * 


* 


But I am now ready to speak of the Unitarian resour-_ 
ses of Massachusetts, where there’ is doubiless more | 
ates 
Unitarian societies, more or less flourishing, exist in 
most every countysgrowing more frequent as Bos‘on 33 
approached, the nucleus and head- quarters of Ar 
Unitarianisom = Tam not aware of the exact numic 
these societies, but am quite ready to corfess* ‘hat, if 
they could be brought to act.on-any point, they would be 
swiiciently numerous and wealthy to effect sone hing of | 
Why then aresthey not brought io act on 
si it bectuve 


uerican 


Gonsequence, 


the subject of foreign’ missions 7 Uniia- 


wil 


rianism is, as the feviewer says it is, essentially cold? 
No ; but the short answer is, because Unitevianism is not 
hearily and intelligently embraced by owe ‘half of these 
societies, nor by one third of the members of the other 


half. This is the chief rearon of our seemiiig remissness, 
and it needs «ome comment. 

“ There candi be mentioned a, mor 
than that our country socie ies, in general, are only Uni-' 
tarian in the followiug rexpects they eannet belieye the 


Por ion 5 


Id) 


‘amiable feélings. But these dispositions were carried to 


‘the consequence of those other opisiols is, that the old 
| Silence is maiatained, though with a different character ; 
e palpable fact, \that ihe people, though satirfied with ministers of the 


URAVERSATISE. MAGAZINE. 


| déetrine or ze Trinity; nor ‘emanikies: condially. oiith 
Trinitarians ; they take the Examiner; ‘perhaps, instead 
of the Speeritoi, and the Register. instead of the Re- 
corder ; when they want a minister, they send to Cam- 
bridge instead of Andover, and when they settle him, a 
Unitarian ‘and not a Trinitarian brother gives him the! 
right hand of fellowship. And yet he: must seldom 
preach to them liberal doctrine ; they are afraid of it, 

and afraid because they are but half informed ; ; they are 
resolyed not to be Trinitarians, but they are not resolved 
what they are, nor what they ought t to be, in the way of 
doctrine; for in the way of character they are pious and 
good. Then there are always some few in a society, 
very respectable and very fearful, whom the minister is 
cautioned not to shock or offend, by exhibiting any 
stronger light than the glimmerings by which they walk, 


27 


defended. a are ‘therefore not. saleceptea | in it, nor well 
versed in its principles ; ; and that those who wish to be 
informed are seldom gratified, because there are so many 


who know every thing, or desire to know nothing. 
* % * * * * 7 


* 
I will mention another fact, Mr. Editor, which, at the 
same time that it will be another index to the extent of 
our resources, will give rise to the question, where are 
our missionaries to the heathen to come from % There 
is but one institution at present in our country, to which 
wecan look for educated ministers of our persuasion, 
And what is the number of students at the Theological 
Institution in Cambridge ? Ihave not the catalogue be- 
fore me, but if my memory serves me, it is about thirty. 
“nd how many candidates for the ministry? bout ten. 
Yes, Sir, abeut ten candidates, to supply the demands of 
the United States, and the East Indies ! ten candidates 
to fill our vacant pulpits at home, and diffuse Unitarian 
Christianity through the distant regions of the earth ! 

There is yet another fact connected with this subject. 
Some time ago, a sum of money was asked, for the éree~" 
_tion of a building to accommodate the theological stu- 
dents at Cambridge, and to increase the means of in- 
struction there. Generous donations were made, but ‘the 
sum is not yet raised. \\e have not been able to obtain 
money enough to pay for a house, and to found a profes- 
sorship. Does the reviewer suppose, that from the ‘overs 
flowing plentitude of our resources, we could not pro- 
vide for our own instructers ? 

If I were disposed to retort on the reviewer, for some 
of his ungentle charges, I should tell hlm, that thoug!i he 
might not be aware of the cireamstance, we did in reality 
send missionaries among the heathen I should tell him 
that aclergyman of our denomination, went, not long 
ago, toa vilage within fifty miles of Boston, and ‘preach- 
ed there, and many joined themselves to him. One of 
this number was.a lawyer, From that moment the or- 
thodox refuxed to consult him, bis business declined, and 
he was obliged to leave the place The physician was 
another. The sick would not send for kim, and he went 
away. Some traders adopied the new docirine ; their 
stores were deserted and they failed, These things, 
when I was told of them, put me strongly in mind of the 
loss of caste in lidia; and I have not yet settled the 
quastion, which people needed conversion the most, those 
orihodox inhabitants of that village; or the poor heathen 
of Hindostan. And that village is not alone. 


| ten grows timid himself ; keeps to one style of preach- 
ing and one round of sates and neither excites nor is 


** Much of this is also true of the Unitarian societies 
{in Boston. I can remember the time, and I am not old, 
when, though Boston was full of Unitarian setiment and 
feeling, there was no open profession of: it. A dead si- 
lence was maintained in the pulpit on doctrinal subjects— 
a silence which was not disturbed by the press. Then 
came the Unitarian controversy, and people read it for a 
: while, and a few of the ministers ventured to preach at 
intervals on the strict unity of God, and converts were 
| made, and eight or nine of our churches were content to 
, go on under the designation of Unitarian churches, though 

many and loud were the protests against the name. But 
| the name was taken with tolerable unanimity ; the utter 
dismission of orthodox doctrines from the pulpits follow- 

ed, and the ministers were permitted to preach the plain 
!morality of the Gospel. This would have been very 
‘well, if they had been permitted to preach any thing else ; ; 
“but they were not. People were tired of the contro- 
| versy 3; some, because they thought they were com- 
pletely masters of it, and some, because they never liked 
it. They were called Unitarians, and that was enough 3; 
they desired to hear no more about the matter, Contro- 
_yersy excited bad passions, and hurt the temper ; the pre- 
cepts of the Gospel were the rules of life, and why shoul 
they be troubled with doctrines and questions, which on- 
ly ministered to strife, and not to edification 2 This dis- 
position had been in a great degree fostered by their own’ REMARKABLE EFFECTS oF Ligurninc. On 
champions. No Unitarian pamphlet could be written, Tuesday last the house of Mr. Haskell, of Livermore, 
without being prefaced bya deprecation of the evils of (Me.) was struck and very much injured by lightning. 
controversy, and an expression of the writer’s deep sor-| The fluid entered the chimney, which it rent from top to 
row that he had been drawn for a moment from the re- 
treats of peace, and dragged into the thorny paths of dis- 


| 


bottom ; and bursting out in several places, it scattered 
in every direction. There was no part of the house, that 
and then would follow a peroration concerning | it did not enter, nor scarcely a piece of wood, which did 
| th e exquisite loveliness of christian cha rity, and the im- | not leave marks of the destructive element. 4 large hole 
Caer advantages of letting one another alone. In aly was burnt out of the roof and in eitlier side of the building; 
this there was certain] y much truth ; and the , tenderness | several windows were stove out, a clock considerably 
of giving offence on \ the rational side, contrasted, advan- | damaged, &c. Seven persons were ia the house, all of 
, whom were knocked down, though not seriously injured. 
| But the most remarkable circumstance is yet to be told. 
| Mrs, Haskell was sitting in a chair about the middle of 
one of the rooms, rocking her infant, when the lightning 


oul beacnnratie a if looked aniable: and it ee as 
excess, and knew no limitations, exceptions, or cireum- | 
For my part, I do not see why a man should | 


‘entered .. A part of the fluid which was traced upon the 
feel so extremely uneasy, on taking up his pen to expove 
what he believes to be false, or defend what he believes 


floor, took the direction of her chair, shattered the rock- 
er, passed up the post, entered the clothes of Mrs, H. 
vo be true , and thoughI am willing to allow that the | near her hip, passed down her leg into her shoe, which 
morality of the Gospel is of paramount importance, [ am {it stripped into flitters, and then escaped from the heuse. 
not ready to.grant ‘that it has no doctrines, or that having | Mrs. H. recovered probally in a few seconds (as did the 
‘them, iis ministers are not bound to preach them, at pro- | others) finding herself and infant upon the floor. ‘The 
per times and with due discretion. These, however, 
were no’, nor are they now; the prevalent opinions 3 and 


Stances, 


face of her infant being black, she supposed it dead, but 
soon found that it was only covered with soot from the 
chimney, and was not injured, The leg of Mrs. H. was 
a little burnt, and her feet so benumbed as to disable er 
from walking for some hours, but she is now perfectly 
well. . This account is given from persona) oheer vations 
 Boneraly unwilling to’ hear Uniiarianism explained or |by the writer, of the ¢ fects produced. 


Unitarian persuasion, and resolved to haye no other, are 


YOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Balfour’s Second Inquiry. 

This isa work which need not be recommend- 
ed to those who have read it, for to such it will 
recommend itself. But to those who have not 
obtained it we would say, it is a work highly 
worthy of attentive perusal. We adhere strict- 
ly to truth when we assert, if throws great light 
upon the subjects cinbraced therein. ‘Lhose people 
who have been unable to understand the third 
chapter of Genesis, in which the account of Eve’s 
temptation is given, and the first of Job, concern- 
ing his afllictions by Satan, will receive much 
assistance from reading this work. These sub- 
jects are particalarly considered by Mr. Balfour, 
as is the account of Christ’s temptation in the 
wilderness, which has by the most of people been 
misunderstood. ‘Those sections of the work in 
which all those passages are considered where 
the original words Satan, Satanas and Diabdolos, 
so variously rendered in the Common Version, 
occur, will be found to demonstrate that these 
words do not signify, and that they were not 
used by the sacred writers to signify, such a be- 
ing as all Christendom has united in oalling The 
Devil. in our Common Version we read passa- 
ges, without thinking of the Devil, in the origi- 
nal ef which the above named words occur. 
Our translators, by rendering these words, some- 
times devil, at others fulse accuser, then slanderer, 
adversury, &e. have deceived the common read- 
er. For instance, when he reads 1 Tim. iii. 2. 
or 2 Tim. iii. 3. or Titus ii. 3. be does not know 
that the word Diabolos, usually rendered Devil, 
occurs there, neither does he ever think of a! 
fallen angel or the Devil in reading them. If 
the translators had uniformly rendered Diabolos 
Devil, and retained in every case the original 
word Satan, or had they even retained them both 
in every place where they occur, people would 
not baidibeen deceived on this subject as they 
are; for the sense of the passages would then 
have taught them, that these words do not signi-| 


increasing their influence, they will maintain it 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Fusernat Customs.—It was the cusiom of ibe 


till the people are so thoroughly convinced of | Romans to celebrate the deaths of emiment esti- 


its falsity that motives of policy will induce them 
to urge it no longer. Dyonisivs. 


Extract from the Mayor’s Oration. 


‘‘ How different would have been our lot, at 
this day, both as men and citizens, had the revo- 
lution failed of success, or had the great princi- 
ple of liberty, on which it turned, been yielded! 
Instead of a people, free, enlightened, rejoicing 
in their strength, possessing a just consciousness 
of being the authors and arbiters of their own 
and their country’s destinies, we should have 
been a multitude, without pride of independence, 
without sense of state, or national sovereignty ; 
looking across the ocean for our rulers ; watch- 
ing the Atlantic sky, as the cloud of court lo- 
custs, tempted by our greenness, came, warping 


on the eastern breeze; waiting on the strand to 


catch the first glimpse of our descending master ; 
some transatalantic chieftain ; some royal fayour- 
ite ; some court sycophant; sent to govern a coun- 


try, without knowing its interests; without sym- 


pathy in its prospects; resting, in another hem- 
isphere, the hopes of his fame and fortune. Our 
judges coming from afar. Our merchants denied 
all commerce, except with the parentstate, Our 
clergy sent us, like our clothes, ready made ; 
and cut in the newest court fashion. None but 
conforinists allowed to vote. None but chureh- 
men eligible. Our civil rights subject to crown 
officers. Our religious, to a foreign hierarchy, 


cold, selfish, vindictive, distant, solicitious about | 


glebes and tythes, but reckless, among us, of the 
spread of the light of learning, or the influence 
of the gospel.” 


The first oration, or eulogy, pronounced in 
honor of the dead, mentioned in history, was de- 
livered by Poplicola, at the death of Brutus; 
that Brutus so renowned for his disinterested 


zens with magnificent obsequies and funeral 
games. ‘The ancient Greeks burnt the corpse 
of distinguished individuals, with funcreal feasts, 
and the lamentation of hired weepers, though - 
they generally displayed a less uae i grief 
and a better regulated piety, The Persians bur- 
ied the bodies of the dead; the Scythians ate 
them; the Indians enveloped them, for preser- 
vation sake, in a sort of lacker; the Egyptians 
embalmed and dried them, exhibited them on 
festival days, placed them at table among their 
guests, guarded them as their most precious pos- 
sessions, and lent and borrowed money upow 
these strange pledges. ‘ 
Funeral entertainments prevail in certain por-. 
tions of Europe, while in others the ceremony 
is solemn and silent. For persons of consequence 
more pageantry is introduced; their carriages 
follow them to the grave, and sometimes their 
horse is led in the procession. ‘This latter cus- 
tom originated with the Orientals. 
In republican America, the remains of two of 
that distinguished band of patriots who declared 
us Free and Independent, having since been her 
chief magistrates, have been committed to the 
‘tomb without ostentation and without parale 
and it is for the eminent service they rendehadl 
| the country in securing the inestimable privi- 
‘leges of civil und religious liberty, im the pro-~ 
|motion of education and the general improve- 
ment of the condition of mankind, that their me- 
mories are now sanctified by funeral honors, the 
spontaneous offerings of a grateful people in tri- 
bute to their eminent worth.—B. Putriot. : 


FROM THE PHILADELPHIA REFORMER. 


“* Believe not every Spirit.” 


There is a spirit that denies 
Lhe lowly life our Saviour sought, |‘, 
His meek example would despise , 


fy a fallen angel. “It is a great help to any one! zeal in giving sentence of death against his own 


to know all the passages where they are to be sons, guilty of treason. For him the Roman 
found, and this help is afforded them by Balfour’s women mourned a whole year; two months lon- 
Second Inquiry. ‘There are other subjects dis-' ger than for their nearest relations. The first 
cussed in that work not hinted at in this com- Christians adopted the custom of funeral eulo- 


And the humility he taught ; 
But honors of high heav’n it claims, 
As tho’ commission’d from ils throne, 
Titles of worth and reverend names, 
Such as are due to God alone. . 


munication, which are full of interest and in-| 
‘struction. 

The second part of this inquiry, that which 
éreats of the words rendered everlasting, will be | 
found very conyenient to our ministering breth- | 
ren, particularly the younger ones, asa thing of) 
reference, The classification of the passages, | 
aéCording to the different uses of the words which 
ctcur in them, makes the whole subject very 
clear, and a person is thereby enabled to refer 
to any passage in which either of these words is, 
found, without trouble. 

How there can longer be any dispute among 
intelligent men en the subject of endless misery 
it is almost impossible to tell, or rather it would 
be, if people who profess to reverence the word 
of God, were in reality governed by that alone. 
Nearly, if not quite, twenty years ago, Judge’ 
Cooper. of Pennsylyania, published, that the la- 
bours of the Universalist authors had furnished 
ground enough to adopt their sentiments as the | 
doctrine of scripture as well as of common sense. 
He said that the eternal duration of punishment, 
“like the doctrines of the trivity and transub- 
stantiation, may be recarded as no longer entit- 
led to public discussion.” How mnch more time} 
will elapse before the clergy will come out hon 
estiy and give up that expioded sentiment can-| 
not now be said; but the probability is, as it has) 
been the means of aggrandizing them, and of| 


Snakes, secured in a wire cage. 


gies; they were pronounced at the grave of the 
Saint; and to render the scene more solemn; the 
emblems of the crucified Saviour were adminis- 
tered.—Salem Gaz. : 

The bright and heaven-directed rays of the 
retiring Sun, op the National Jubilee, seemed 
to illumine the path of the Spirits of our Patri- 
archs to the regions of eternal day—bearing 
them, as it were, in a chariot of light.—B. Pal. 


A fanatic, lately preaching in a street in Phi- 
Jadelphia, catching a glimpse of the Delaware, 
exclaimed “there is the river Jordan,” and im- 
mediately ran full tilt and jumped into it. His 
congregation kept the race at his heels, till he 
leapt from the wharf, but there they halted. 
‘They afforded bim assistance, and he was will- 
ing, on second thoughts, to live a little longer, 
and do a little more good in the world.—ib. 

Great Natural Curiostty.—There are now ex- 
hibiting in Cornhill Square over 100 Live Rattle 
Some of them 
are 15 years old; they are of various colour- 
and sizes, from 3 to 5 feet in length. They are 


| kept neat—and are indeed a novel exhibition 
Two rats were put into the cage and were almog. 


instantly killed. On entering the room the noise 
oftheirrattles is similar to that of a cotton factory. 


This is the spirit we behold, 
And proves the Scriptures true, 
For its false teachers, as foretold, 
Make merchandise of you; _ 
Far as our western wilds extend, 
And on our cultur’d plains, 
Far as our waving harvests bend, 
This sordid spirit reigns. ™ 


Its harpies are upon the wing, 
Its banners are unfurl’d, ; 
Orations from its temples ring 
The wisdem of the world. 
As it has toil’d for ages past, 
So will it persevere ; 
What treasures has it not amass’d 
To build a kingdom here ? 


This kingdom rais’d for antichrist, 
Although the christian name it bear, 
By which all nations are entie’d 5 
eat strangers to the cross they are ! 
’ This kingdom as its deeds avow, 
If earthly powers refuse to aid, 
By fraud must be supported now, 
And every wily snareis laid. 


Though tracts and volumes are compil'a 
To bind a nation to its erced, 
Yet pure religion, undefiljd, 
Is this—to visit in their need 
The widow and the fatherless ; 
ssuoge tneir sorrow sooth their painy 
Ard while amid this wildersess 


Unsuliied from the world remain. 


